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President’s Mumblings: 

May is done and dusted. Wow is all I can say but what a pretty busy month it was! The first of the Midweek 
Mystery Runs (to the Finnis General Store for an amazing lunch), Elephant’s Door for wine tasting and the Victory 
Hotel for a fabulous lunch. All bathed in very very late Autumn warmth and sunshine … as I write this the rain is 
tumbling down and the temperature has dived. I know the gardens need the rain, but what a fabulous Indian 
Summer it was. 

Midweek Run #1.  

A near perfect day greeted no less than 10 
Spridgets, a Lotus Elan, an Aston Vantage, an 
MG MGB, MX5 and several other cars (sorry!).  

Chris’s supercharged Bugeye was acting up 
and headed home at the start; however, the 
rest of us enjoyed a fabulous run, first up 
through the hills, thence across into the 
Eastern ranges and down to Lake Alexandrina 
and then back across to Finnis for lunch. 
Somewhere along the way one of my wheel 
bearings started to sing a not-so-sweet tune 
and the Little Blue Car is up in the air whilst it 
and I wage a slow fight to pull one hub off, 

however, with the exception of 
Chris’s Mk1, everyone else seemed to 
have a fabulous run. 

If you haven’t been to the Finnis Café, 
then you are missing out on a 
fabulous lunch! 

I’m not sure about the others, but on 
the way back I had a lovely run up the 
winding Strath Road, wheel bearing 
opera or not. I just couldn’t seem to 
get a little white Lotus out of my rear 
view mirror! 

 

Elephant’s Door and the Victory Hotel 

Another fabulous run down to Sellicks and another great turn out of Sprites and Midgets enjoying the very last (it 
seems) of the late summer sun. 

I think the count was 8 about Spridgets, a Jaaag, a motorbike and a very new MX5, along with some other cars with 
about 28 of us enjoying Dean and Susie’s hospitality at the Elephants Door for some wine tasting before lunch at 
one of my favourite pubs, the Victory Hotel.  



 

 

Morning tea was at the Clarendon Bakery, along with 
some roadside mechanics to help the Halling’s along 
the way with their Mk1 (his aunty Julie’s old car, so 
quite a special car in Sprite Club of SA terms – stay 
tuned for a BBQ lunch run to Strath soon to service and 
sort the car for Dale and his family … many hand will 
make quick work I think!). Personally, we came back 

with half a dozen bottles of Sellicks Chills in the back of 
the Subaru and I can attest the wine is fabulous, so if you 
didn’t get a chance, talk to Dean and buy some of their 
wine before its all gone. Its really quite a great drop and it helps a 
club member out! 

As much as I hate to admit it, red cars 
probably won the day this time around! Once 
the Little Blue Car is back on the road I’m sure 
that blue cars will make a resurgence! 

 

Anyway, that’s enough from me. Despite the colder weather, keep the roof off, the heater on and enjoy the road. 
See you out there! 

Robin D 

 
 

Help (still) Wanted! 

You might have noticed in the calendar that we’d like to bring back Rocker Cover Racing. Well, we need to retrieve 
the racetrack from Gary Beaton’s farm shed up in Lenswood and deliver it down to Kerry, who has graciously 
offered to bring it back to life. If you can give me a hand on weekend soon let me know and I’ll run the trailer to 
collect it. 

 
  



 

 

Grill Badges and other regalia 

Hopefully people have read the website and Facebook 
article about the Grill Badges and other warm weather 
regalia available for order or purchase. Come with cash 
or a deposit to buy, order or collect! 

For those who missed it, please follow the following 
link:  https://www.spriteclub.com.au/?p=12677  

Also, the online ordering list can be found here.  

Club Merchandise Orders.xlsx 

Please let Daryl or I know if you are placing a clothing order just so we can track the 
numbers. Once we hit critical mass for numbers we will place the order. It would be 
helpful if you could pay in advance please. 

 

Caught in the Headlights (#2) 

Welcome to part two of series of vox pops with club members about their classic car journeys. This month I had the 
chance to talk to Spencer Beckwith about his experiences with his Midget. Actually, to be fair, he didn’t have any 
option as he was stuck with me across the table at the Victory Hotel … sorry mate! 

SCSA:  Quick intro Spencer – what is the car and what colour is it? 

It’s a 1976 Midget, you know, the one with 
the 1500cc Triumph engine and the black 
bumpers. And don’t judge me but its red. I’d 
have preferred a blue car but they are in such 
high demand they are hard to come by 
(actually, to be fair, I may have paraphrased 
this but I’m SURE this is what he said….). 

You don’t see many ‘rubber bumper’ Midgets in 
Australia. Most of them are US imports? 

No, you don’t see many. I probably didn’t 
realise how rare here in Australia they actually 
are until I came along to a Sprite Club display 
day! Mine is a genuine UK car so it has twin 
SUs. The twin wiper blades is the give away as 
the American cars had three wiper. I’d love to 
say it was the additional torque that the 1500cc engine has over your 1275 but truth be known, it was the 
right price! 

I sense and interesting backstory here! Care to share?  

I had an 1999 Mazda MX5 10 years ago. I loved the car but changed to a dual cab Ute partly to tow jet-skis 
and dirtbikes, partly because I lost half my license point in 12 months. 

I may know something about that … the Waze app is a licence saver! 

Despite always having road-bikes for playing on winding backroads, there’s something special about open 
top driving. I regretted selling the MX5. so found myself looking to scratch the itch again but the current 
price of MX5's is way too high for what they are. They are no loner a cheap entry roadster and the original 
models are commanding very good prices these days. 

My father was also interested in obtaining a more sporty car and we often shared our Facebook marketplace 
finds. To be honest, the idea of tinkering on something together also appealed to us. I’d had Sprite and 

https://www.spriteclub.com.au/?p=12677
https://1drv.ms/x/s!ApOO4U2o37WugdI1xeuvB7sXBWucsA?e=dsN1vf


 

 

Midgets in my searches after falling in love with a Bugeye at the Healey Factory several years ago, but 
couldn't justify the price. Then we found this one! Luckily we took my mother - who went on the test drive 
with me as my father is too tall to drive it and she gave the approval. 

I drove it home and have been driving it since 

Dad doesn’t fit?  

No, not yet, but after investigation the seat rails will be modified so he can drive it. He does fit in the 
passenger seat tho! 

How does the driving experience compare? 

I love driving the car. It has a direct, mechanical, feeling, along with all the smells and noises that add to the 
theatrics. I feel a bit like Steve McQueen when behind the wooden steering wheel looking at the Smiths 
gauges and the bulges on the fenders for the headlights. I still feel a sense of occasion when in the drivers 
seat! 

I love the handling, especially the way it takes a balance of all controls 
to achieve the best performance. steering is not just through the 
arms, but also the feet. much like a motorcycle the throttle is used to 
make corrections through the corner, maintaining balance. something 
missing from modern cars. Plus you are never hooning in a classic... 
just driving spiritedly! 

Then there is the ownership experience!  

I call it the two tank car …  it takes 2 tank of fuel and then has a 
breakdown. Like the run today, it refused to start but it was fine 
yesterday! It has lots of gremlins that are getting sorted through. 

It was purchased running - but needing work with the plan to do it 
ourselves over time. As always happens with plans, changes are made. 
We decided to get a mechanic to perform the work in getting it 

reliable and right engine wise, partly as both the distributor needed replacing and the carburettors rebuilt - 
and I view these as a black art. Hope to learn to maintain though. Also at the time I was in a unit, and my 
father an apartment so had no-where to work on the car; however, this has been fixed as I’ve bought a small 
house and have plans for a big shed. It might be time to get the motorbikes out of the living room … I’m 
single and it’s been suggested that women don’t particularly like seeing a motorbike in the lounge room, let 
alone in other rooms!  

The bulk of the significant cost has been labour (helps to split costs) but I think the diagnosing would have 
been maddening to do myself. I keep discovering things done by previous owners/mechanics to keep it on 
the road but not necessarily in good repair. I’ve now replaced the fuel system from the fuel tank forward and 
have gone through two distributors before it was running correctly. Touch wood the engine has been running 
well for a month or two now! 

I’m starting to work on the rest myself. Starting small and gradually getting more complicated! Brakes and 
shocks are on the winter too-do list, but the more I drive it the more I’m gaining confidence in the car, and 
myself in doing the little things to keep it running. 

One thing I can attest to with the Sprite Club is the willingness of people to pitch in and help get you going. Those of 
us who know are always willing to help you out of a spot and teach you along the way so never be afraid to ask for 
advice or help! 

 
  



 

 

 

Tech Tip #15 

Be sure to carry a serviceable spare and working jack in your car. And familiarise yourself with how to use the jack!  

 

Blast From The Past 

This month’s magazine retrospective is from Australian Monthly Motor Manual (later called simply ‘Motor’) of 
November 1967 with a comparison between three heavy weights of the lightweight sports car market, the Honda 
S600, Mk111 Sprite and Triumph Spitfire. It’s interesting to note that by the time that this report was written, the 
1098cc Sprite was actually out of production and its replacement, the Mk3 Midget (with the big block 1275) was in 
production overseas but still several months away from appearing here in Australia. Was it really a fair fight?? Scoll 
down and read on! 
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