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President’s Mumblings:

| look at the date and realise it’s the 28" of April. Good grief. | fear the years are accelerating as | get older or
maybe I’'m too busy to notice the days flying by. The days are growing shorter and the air is getting crisper and
colder. Great for our little cars, not so great for us as a driver. The heater can cope but only to a point! | may have
to put in a colder weather thermostat soon to help the engine get up to temperature.

Its been a pretty busy past month and a half. The National meeting was a definite highlight, but so has been seeing
new members join and the work the club has done to bring the new ICV rules into being within our Club. From
talking to members of other clubs, the Sprite Club should be very proud of the way it’s taken the ICV challenge on.
I’m not saying this because I’'m the Club president, but we have one of the most comprehensive approaches to the
ICV registration requirements. Members | think know that we probably go above and beyond with the process of
cars moving to ‘Historic Registration’ under the Act; yes, we probably are a little more onerous in our registration
process than some other clubs but | think the extra effort Gordon and Don regularly go to ensures that we, as the
car owners, know we have done everything right in terms of roadworthiness and registration if something
untoward happens and things goes wrong. The new ICV category is no different and it’s an absolute credit to Sean
and Lee from the Clubbies group and Gordon and Don. The club has developed a check list that should help any
prospective newer ICV owner understand if their car is going to qualify for the Conditional Registration scheme or if
they have a little more homework to do. If you are reading this from another Club and are interested in what we’ve
developed, feel free to contact the club to talk about the approach the Club took.

And the fun doesn’t stop just because its getting colder. The Committee has put together what | think is a great
calendar of events over the next couple of months. Hopefully something for everyone, from midweek runs to (with
a bit of luck) Rocker Cover Racing and everything in between. And if you have a burning desire to do something club
wise, let the Committee know! I’'m trying to get us into somewhere different for a Club meeting or two so stay
tuned! And, you are looking at the calendar and not a club member, why not come along and join us on a run or an
event? You’d be most welcome!

Oh, and don’t forget to talk to our club sponsors before you click buy on-line! As we look towards the possibility of
hosting the next Nationals here in South Australia the club will be talking to our current sponsors and new ones
alike for all kinds of financial and non-financial support to help stage the event. Sponsors are only going to support
us if we support them, so talk to them before you buy and let them know you are from the Sprite Club of SA!

That’s enough for me (and I've still got the rest of this newsletter to write...) so see you out on the road!

Robin D

Help Wanted!

You might have noticed in the calendar that we’d like to bring back Rocker Cover Racing. Well, we need to retrieve
the racetrack from Gary Beaton’s farm shed up in Lenswood and deliver it down to Kerry, who has graciously
offered to bring it back to life. If you can give me a hand on weekend soon let me know and I’ll run the trailer to
collect it.

Grill Badges and other regalia

They are on their way! FINALLY. If you are like me and signed up for a new grill badge and are still to pay, please get
your SS in or bring it as cash at the next meeting! Hopefully Australia Post will have delivered them before then!

And keep your eye on the website and Facebook site as we have an expanded range of regalia for purchase about
to be launched.

MINISPORT




2026 Nationals

Most of you know we are doing a scoping study to determine if hosting a Nationals here in SA in 2026 is a viable
proposition. We have a small team already coming together, but we are always keen to hear from people who
might be able to help in different areas, from administration through to marketing. I'll provide an update to the
club at the next meeting and what | think we need to do next. We are very interested to hear others thoughts and
experiences as we work towards a decision point.

Current thinking is:

Timing — Preferred - the weekend before Easter 2026 (ie, last weekend in March). The Event will run Friday
(pm) to Monday (am) or Tuesday (am).

Location — at or near Nuriootpa. This provides a number of options for accommodation (although not one
single venue) and Mallala Raceway is less than an hour away

Motorsport — seek to incorporate into a round of the MSCA SuperSprint for a full event of racing, including,
potentially, the Motorkhana event.

Display/Concours — The club is in early discussions with the Barossa Council for an appropriate public venue
for maximum exposure.

Other events — TBA but will include a road regularity or observation style run through the hills and at least
one extended/drive bus tour to local points of interest.

Pre or Post Tour —based at a different motel in the Barossa or Adelaide Hills, likely limited to 50 persons, with
no more than 3 hours total driving each day.

Delegates — Open to all members of the four Sprite Clubs with all member’s Associate Vehicles welcomed. To
increase event appeal and participation it is proposed that the event is also opened to all owners of AH
Sprite and MG Midgets irrespective of their club affiliation.

Upcoming Events
For the full calendar update please scroll on down through this month’s Burble.
Peter Hall — 5 May 24

Once again the Sprite Club, with a significant amount of help and support from Sean and the Clubbies team, are
putting a team into the Peter Hall 6 Hour. It’s not just getting 4 or more drivers to the start line and that’s it — this is
a full team effort and Sean would dearly love some assistance out there on the day. If you can help, please let
myself of him know. He need everything from runners to lunch-boys, two-way radios to experienced cat-herders.
You don’t have to commit to the whole day but if you can spare a couple of hours the team would be very grateful.

Midweek Meander #1 — 15 May 24

Yes, its back. Russell and Judy’s famous mid-week mystery runs. This one will be about 110km of driving in a
southerly direction to get there which will include a spectacular view and a fabulous location for lunch! Total run
distance will be about 160km so fill up the tank before you go! And that’s about all | know!

e Starting point: Hazelwood Park
e When: 0930 for a 1000 start

Lunch and Wine Run — 26 May 24 (date and venue/s TBC)

This year it’s going to happen. It’s been called a ‘Lunch and Winery Run’ as I’'m not sure if we are heading to a
winery and then to a lunch or if it’s lunch at a winery. I’'m waiting to confirm the details! It plans come to fruition it
will be lunch at the Victory Hotel and a visit to local Cellar Door that some may already know.

Stay tuned for more details as they develop and | will post them onto the website and the Facebook page.




Caught in the Headlights

Welcome to an all new section in the Burble where we hope to feature members and their cars. This months Q&A
is with Don Cameron. Don joined the Sprite Club last year after purchasing a modified Sprite Mklll from the Sydney
area.

SCSA: So Don, you have a bit of a history on two wheels, what attracted you to a Spridget?

Don: I'd started looking for a Sprite back in about 2018, when | was living in Coffs Harbour but there was little
on offer anywhere around me. Then COVID came along, and the world turned upside down. | decided to
move to SA for work, finally arriving in late 2020 and the idea started bubbling away again.

Sprites and Midgets are like that. Once they get under your skin its an itch that’s hard to shake!

Ha ha, yes, not helped by the Sprite Club 50t Birthday Display! Sadly there were no cars for sale! After
freeing up some garage space by moving some motorbikes on, | finally found a Sprite, ironically, back in
NSW!

Don, tell us about your car!

It's a Mk3, from what | can tell, an Australian built car. It’s
had a big block dropped into it —an 1275 A+ from a
Marina — you know, the one with the annoying positioned
oil filter that you can’t remove without spilling oil
everywhere, unless you rotate the whole car on its side
that is! It’s had a roll hoop fitted, more like the roll bars
you’d see in a Shelby Cobra rather than a normal roll bar. |
don’t know what’s been done to the engine, if anything
but it runs well. | haven’t done much to the car since it
arrived save the basics — I've done full brake overhaul and
| had someone do a baseline tune on the engine which
really improved how it ran. I've fitted retractable belts
and I've put in a GPS speedo from Speedhut in the US and
a new steering wheel. The GPS speedo is a clever bit of kit
and well worth a look.

Do you know the cars history? | watched with interest on Facebook as you led up to buying the car, trying to track
down its past without much luck.

Yes, that was a bit challenging and really odd as, despite it having a SCCA sticker on it, no one knew much
about the car, or if someone did it had been lost with time. Sadly the real records where not kept. I’'m not
sure that the gentleman | bought it from actually wanted to sell it but it was a case of the new wife telling
him to get rid of the old wife’s car after it had been ‘gifted’ to him! Sadly, any and all records were long gone
(as was the ex wife). | managed to establish it was restored about 15 or 16 years ago but | don’t know by
whom.

I like to describe driving a Spridget through the hills as something akin to strapping on a pair of roller skates. It
seems to come alive when the road gets challenging, whereas a more pedestrian car, something like a MGB for
instance, well, it’s like driving your favourite arm chair, comfortable, predictable, dependable but not really exciting
..... One will get to you your destination unfazed with your suit hardly crinkled and with your pulse hardly changed,
whereas the other, well, you know you’ve been driving; your partners hair is messed up and your hearing gone from
being told to slow down (please direct all comments to uknowlmright@myspace.com). You’ve got a long history
with motorbikes, how do you find driving the Sprite?

Yes. Its most certainly a lively little car! It goes where you point it and it rewards being driven properly. | work
in the transport industry and when you park at work and your head is inline with the wheel centres of a
Prime Mover, yeah, the guys laugh at me but they also want to take it for a spin! | love motoring around with

the top down (are you listening Gary Dodd .... @& ) and drive the car every chance | get. Whilst it’s impractical




for me to use as a daily driver, it still comes to work with me a couple of times a week, weather permitting.
Having only had the car about 6 months or so | haven’t had the chance to get away in it yet, but I’'m looking
forward to a weekend or two away in the Barossa or MclLaren Vale! The boot is small but you can fit bottles
of wine into all sorts of places in the car!

You’ve been a member of other motoring clubs, especially motorbike clubs in NSW. How as the Sprite Club of South
Australia experience been for you?

| connected with your good self just after | purchased the car after posting a question on Facebook
somewhere, and you mentioned the Club. | remember saying at that time that I’'m not really a ‘clubbie’ kind
of person, but I'm so glad | joined ! It’s great to be able to drive with, or even just chat to, people who share a
similar interest or passion. I've been on a couple of breakfast drives, and last year’s Display Day at Glenelg
was amazing! | really hope that you can get the National Meeting idea up and going as | I’d love to meet up
with the greater Sprite and Midget world. Who knows, | might find who rebuilt my car!

We see the prices of our cars going up and down quite regularly and its hard to know “did | get a bargain” or “did |
pay to much”, not that we ever seem to count the countless hours (or money) that we put into keeping our little cars
on the road. And we all saw the article in the news the other week about how much as a nation we spend each year
on our cars. Why do you think its important to preserve classic cars and do you have any advice for people
contemplating their first classic car?

| read a newspaper article just before sitting down for this chat that lamented the dearth of ‘old school’
mechanics, motor trimmers and the like, and whether that would ultimately lead to the death of classic car
motoring. | think it’s really important to somehow engage younger people to do what we do, because
ultimately all of the knowledge that keeps our cars alive will die with us.

As for someone buying their first classic, as someone who’s just done it, just do it! But do your homework
first. My car arrived in Adelaide sight unseen by me, but | was fortunate to have a knowledgeable mate in
Sydney who grew up in the UK in the 60’s and 70’s driving them who gave it a good look over.

Future plans or purchases? Maybe follow the lead of another recent member to the club and build a his and hers
fleet of Sprites and Midgets?

There’s nothing on my list at the moment, but ask me again tomorrow.....

Tech Tip #14
Cooling systems.

| know, I’'ve done this before but consider this. Its getting cooler and our engines will take longer to warm up. You
might want to consider putting in a hotter thermostat to get more warmth into the water jacket before it opens up
to the radiator. If you are unsure as to which one to use, you might want to talk to Colin at Sprite Parts or the team
at Minisport down in St Marys.

It’s a 10-minute job to switch it out for the colder months and your engine will reward you!
Blast From The Past

This months magazine retrospective is from Wheels in 1962 following the launch of the all new Sprite MkIl. Don’t
stop at the events calendar, keep scrolling through the newsletter until you find the Wheels article.




Sponsor’s Spotlight

An individual Mintie and parts arriving within two days

_TE s of ordering, wrapped up and packed in an empty
. / g 7 Scotch Bottle box. | can only be talking about Sprite
= : Parts and Colin “Avagoodday’ Dodds.

» p =N g S

/ o | first met Colin in person in the NSW Southern

Highlands in the early 1990s when I'd bought a Sprite
with a questionable re-build history and renewed our acquaintance via my current Midget (and an attempt to by an
ex race Bugeye just prior to that). He told me off for not talking to him before | bought my first Sprite because he
knew the car I'd bought and the troubles that came with it, and we have had many colourful conversations about
the work that the DPO (dumb previous owner) and DCO (dumb current owner) have carried out to my current car.

Colin has never tried to say he’s the cheapest supplier of parts (although he often is!) but you are not going to find
50+ years of experience and knowledge anywhere else, especially at 9.30pm when your alternator or similar part
has failed.

Personally, | recommend everyone to talk to Colin first. Getting the parts is only part of the solution. You also need
the knowledge and the expertise and you won’t find a part
number for that in a Moss or Rimmer Brother catalogue, or a
Facebook forum.

Sprite Parts
A mpadt warkence whave you
anit your car pal pereenad atisntinn

Fast, Mancly, s®chent sarice hom
Ihe a0ly supples apen Tam 1 Tpm
T Uy por wees

He supports all of the Sprite Clubs in Australia and without
Australian based businesses like SpriteParts or indeed the
Bugeye Barn and Minisport, restoring and maintaining our cars
would be a far harder and less enjoyable task.

PHONE or FAX ORIMRS
Soudy ar tisgatthed by overmgnt
#it Bag. saprwss posl SOutEY OF
1o gt

All you need for your MG, Sprite or Mini
Colin Dodds 2 Parkies Close, Durol NSW 2158
Ph 0414 789263 Fax. 07 96516700
Emall Coln@SonleParts com.py Web: weax SpriteParty comt gy

If you need parts, think of talking to an Australian supplier over
saving $10. Talk to Colin ... just be prepared to be told that you
might be the DCO. It might just save you from being stranded
by an ‘improvement’ that was a good idea at the time.




2024 Sprite Club Calendar of Events

Ianuary July
1st Ky Year's Breskfast Run = Monthly General Meeting (Wine & Cheese)
26th Australia Day-BE0 stthe Chahmel = 7 il Winter Warmers Bregkfast Run
28th Glen Bwin-Estate Hil| climb fevival Tl (ClubbiesSA) 1st Sunday @ Magic Bean Braw
Fid 5654 Gallinereys Challengs Trophy (3)
Fehruary 1ath Pub Run!
#th (Cubbiessal ist Sunday @ Mesic Bean Brew Jist (Glkbiesad) 37 Sunday @ The Bezz
5 Muonthly Seneral Meeting S SCCEA Ray Pank Hillclimb B3 (Collingrove)
184 (Clubbiessal 37 Sunday @ TheBegg
24t lce Cream Run (TBLC) BAug
25! MECA Trophy Day 4t (ClubbiessA) 1st Sunday @ Magic Bean Brew
sth Monthly General Meeting
hdarc 11t MSECA Super Sprint Rd 3 (Mallala)
o 1at Midweek Run
il Brew 18 (CluhbiessA) 37 sunday @ The Rezz
3ii 24th Pie-and Peas + Rocker Cover Racing @ Fullarton
gt 2qth scesh Collingrove Hilldimb Come and Try
15=17m ltor Spord Festival 25 SCCSA Ray Pank Hillclimb (R4, Collingrove)
'l a7 CrulsefEAL Beach Run
17 (Glubbisasa) ¥ sunday @ The Bszz September
22-26™ Sprite and Midget Nationals [(Wodonga) Ist Spring has Sprung Breakfast Run
April sl (ClubbissgA) 1st Sunday @ Magic Bean Sraw
1= ater Monday Breskiast Ruf 2nd Monthly General Meeting
G SCCEA Collinprove Hillclimb Come and Try gH MSCA Super Sprint Rd 4 (Mallala)
n SCCSA Collingrove Challenge Trophy (1) g SECaA Collingrove Challenge Trophy (4)
7th Aldinoa Lirshow B-8 The Bend Classic
T (Ciubhiesaa) 15t Sunday @ Megic Bean Srew 215t Annual Binner _
% Stars and Their Cars @ Sporting €ar Club {1830) 22 (Clubbies5a) 3™ sunday & The Bezz
14th Mcioren Vale Vintags and Classic Aun
21 okl Bay Fank Hiliclimb RE{Lallingroye) October
1 (Clukbiezsa) 37 Sunday @ The Begz (o SCESA Histaric Hill Climb
26-28 All Historic Aace Mesting — Mallgls 6" Picnic run to Callingroye Historic Hillclimb
o (Clubbiessa) 1st Sunday @ Magic Bean Brew
Miay 13th Gary's Fish and Chip Run
T MaCA Peter Hall 6-Hour Regularity Relay 14t Monthly General Meeting
Sth (Clubhiessa) 15t Sunday @ Magic Bean Braw 11-13 Oct SA Hill Tlimb Championships (Egllinerove)
&th Monthly General Meeting 20" (Clubhisssa) 3" sunday @ The Bezz
15 Midwesk Run 20th Bay to Birdwood
139th (Clubhiessa) 37 Sunday & The Bezz 20" MSCA Super Sprint Rd 5 {The Bend - East)
26th SCCsA Collineroye Challenge Trophy {2) gt Collingrove Season Finake
26" Winery + Lunch Run (TBC - Sellicks Beach)
June November
2ad (Clubbiessa) 1st Sunday @ Magic Bean Braw 1 John Blanden's Climb to the Eogle
3o Monthly General Meeting 3rd Sprite Club Annual Display Day (Wigley Res)
16th SCCSA Ray Pank Hillclimb B2 (Collingrove) 3rd (Clubhiessa) st Sunday @ Magic Bean Brew
(ClubbiesSA) 37 Sunday @ The Rezz 4th Annual General Mesting
19th Winter Solstice Midweek Run g Classic Sports CarCruise
o MECA Super Sprint Rd 2 {Malslla) 1417 Adelaide 500
17 (ClubbiessA) 3 Sunday @ The Bgaz
25—1Dec Shannans Rally Adelaide
Colour Coding Legend
Sprite Club Event December
ClibbigssA Event 1t One Last Breakfast Run
MRGA/5CC-5A Competition Event 1 (Cluhbis=5A) 1t Sunday @ Magic Bean Braw
Other events of note Christmas BBO General Meeting
17th (Ciuhbiessa) 3" Sunday Xmas @ The Bezz
21th Christmias Fish and Chips-Beach Run
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have been drastically changed,
the old Sprite in ocentre seotions

SPRITE:

PRACTICAL FUN
FOR LESS THAN

<1000

By IAN FRASER It didn’t cost
n-cb.buwnm;mmdhn...
rmmmmamzxmmﬁu

scale. It 4 the only sports car selling for less than
£1000 available In Australla, and because of this it ds
also the most, popular,
summmemthcbabynedeymsplteo(ﬂ’xexk
I's toad-eyed appearance. Its many virtues comfort-
ably outweighed sesthetic appeal and BMC's declsion
to assemble the cars locally, fo keep retail price at a
minimum, hes pald off handsomely.
hangenweremadetoﬁpﬂteatﬁingmmghnd
last yenr and the ckd packages of this model have
only recently arrived for assembly in Sydney. As far
&8 most people are concerned, the Mk IT can ba
regarded as 8 completely new ear, Catalnly :
¢hological attitude of owners: !.s golng to change both
bec&ustnf the appeatance and the ear's more usable
coneep!

In appearance the Sprits is conventional. The radi-
alor grille:

L 15 fitted into a frame which
can easily bo detached from the scuttle, presumably
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[ must admit that this e
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r}‘;‘c sodition ngu either In & ' "1%‘29; 'énﬁ"g
inob. The Tt or miss distance s only o matter of half
an lueh o S0 ' N

Thove 18 no glovebox in the dash
R Al o L ety
pang: the Instruments and gyitohes. In this regard
the driver is quite well catered for. There ln a tacho-
i S e b
W ; cTues 15 -
ol presss mv%‘ gauge 1z well callbieied and

planger arrangement on the dash opera .
standard equipment windscreen washer — e;:gnmu:i
because the Sprite’s low buﬂgayanow; the soreen o

During most of the test I drove the Sprite with
the hood down. Because the seafing position is low
and body sides high, the car’s occupants get good
protection from the weather and still have the advan-
tages and plessures of open motoring. If storm and
temps

pest threaten to overwhelm the spartan motorist,
there are fwo neat sidesoteens with sliding Perspex
‘window which can

g:nds.md a hood with a big rear

swift process since the
rt;iqqire individunl atien
ng-gots packed up &
fair amount

Bold ‘front of the Sprite bears strong resemblance
to Italian Innocentt Sprite, Winkers and
parkers are combined.

a3 it was Mk I, b tr
! b G on , but is
m“ iy 2 O satisfactory

ny, note distortion.

WHEELS, Qcjober, 1962
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SPRITE . . . PRACTICAL FOR FUN FOR
LESS THAN £1000 . . . continued

able o securely lock yaluables awny, The fusl fille:
cap is also lockable, by the way.

Access to Lhe cockpll s okay once you develop b
technigue and stick to it, Evorything falls fafrly well
to hand once you ase inside the car. At first the gear
lever seems rather high, but this is again purel n
matter of drive adaption. The steering wh
inolined to hamper access to the stayter button wmc'n
is separate from the ignition switch.

Al no stage during the test did I have the slightest
dificulty starting the engine, although it was slow
to. warm up. When it did, however, the temperature

or minus a few degrees,
regardless of the cumstannea which often included
‘extended periods of iditng in hesvy traffic,

Smooth throughout 1is working pev range, the
engine whs inclined inclined towards a lumpy ldle at 600 rpm,
which may be accounted for by the new camshafl
in this model. Various other modifications have been
mgummmnmxasmgmmma'

aturally the gearbox ere to used and i
anything like reasonable re: & "

for several years with ‘aboxn‘tdiﬂlaul: ratios: Second,
particularly, was iow, third foo far away
from it. Learning from paat errors (and rno doubt
taking advantage of the lower range torque) BMC
wgineus m~hashed {he pearbox to make the ratios

ore sporting. Top remaing the same at 422 to 1,
butthhﬂimsbeenmiaedboﬁ'm second jumped up
to BO8 and first to 135, The effect of the changes
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48 WHEBLS, Ocrober, 1962

‘and, of course, great fun. What & m

k 11 has totally dlﬂa’ent tail to tha ouer
nsgég A’f’he boot iy lockavle, %o i the fuel filler.
Spare wheel stows on boot floor.

the fact it 1s outstanding, There is & trace Dlm-.
steer and when rcallyupuslmd the rear wheels break
first, — and very genily. .

Steering, by rack and pinion, is lght and acourate: N
at all times. At first it ls dlsconeerung]y sensitive; a
movement of the wheel brings an immediats and
wositive response, yel out on the open road one];
hardly aware of alcing eon;;rs.m!!ou come cioeevtp_. ,
“thinking" the Sprite throu

Obviously there Is (remendous pof.unun.l in
handling department — probably much more than
average owner would ever exploit,

Brakes are light and very effeciive. Discs MW:M!
been (sed and, In the car's standard form, are defin-
itely not necessary. The handbrake, mounh;l i tba
passenger’s side of the tunnel is mnmgl}y OWEs
even if It has a rather long actlon. = =

Although not everyons will agres, I think

Sprite is going o give a lot of people, wh
not haye tolerated the Mk I's compromises, the
to return to the fun of ma . That
ant thing sbout the Sprite. It is damned
drive and immensely usable. It iz also :
for the youncf_t einmusmnc matorist in e hi
# more powerful machine would
second car in a household memnd:nm 3
peers since It Is economical, light to
enough to park almost nnywhu-e

the Spnte offers to motorists who want
transport: right out the window.
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power to burn with

METHYL BENZINE

now available “straight” from selected Shell Dealers

Get the last ounce of power out of
your sports car. Give it a boost with
‘straight” Methyl Benzine — the
dynamic power component used by
today’s international racing drivers.
You'll get power to burn — for take-
off, for passing, for fast cruising.
Ask the Shell pump attendant to
give your car a partial fill with Super
Shell and then top up with a gallon

or so of straight Methyl Benzine.
(Remember that SuperShell itselfcon-
tains more than a pint of Methyl
Benzine per gallon.) You'll notice a
power of difference in performance!
Bulk supplies of Methyl Benzine are
available from selected Shell Stations.
If you need further information
ring Shell,




