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President’s Mumblings: 

I look at the date and realise it’s the 28th of April. Good grief. I fear the years are accelerating as I get older or 
maybe I’m too busy to notice the days flying by. The days are growing shorter and the air is getting crisper and 
colder. Great for our little cars, not so great for us as a driver. The heater can cope but only to a point! I may have 
to put in a colder weather thermostat soon to help the engine get up to temperature. 

Its been a pretty busy past month and a half. The National meeting was a definite highlight, but so has been seeing 
new members join and the work the club has done to bring the new ICV rules into being within our Club. From 
talking to members of other clubs, the Sprite Club should be very proud of the way it’s taken the ICV challenge on. 
I’m not saying this because I’m the Club president, but we have one of the most comprehensive approaches to the 
ICV registration requirements. Members I think know that we probably go above and beyond with the process of 
cars moving to ‘Historic Registration’ under the Act; yes, we probably are a little more onerous in our registration 
process than some other clubs but I think the extra effort Gordon and Don regularly go to ensures that we, as the 
car owners, know we have done everything right in terms of roadworthiness and registration if something 
untoward happens and things goes wrong. The new ICV category is no different and it’s an absolute credit to Sean 
and Lee from the Clubbies group and Gordon and Don. The club has developed a check list that should help any 
prospective newer ICV owner understand if their car is going to qualify for the Conditional Registration scheme or if 
they have a little more homework to do. If you are reading this from another Club and are interested in what we’ve 
developed, feel free to contact the club to talk about the approach the Club took. 

And the fun doesn’t stop just because its getting colder. The Committee has put together what I think is a great 
calendar of events over the next couple of months. Hopefully something for everyone, from midweek runs to (with 
a bit of luck) Rocker Cover Racing and everything in between. And if you have a burning desire to do something club 
wise, let the Committee know! I’m trying to get us into somewhere different for a Club meeting or two so stay 
tuned! And, you are looking at the calendar and not a club member, why not come along and join us on a run or an 
event? You’d be most welcome! 

Oh, and don’t forget to talk to our club sponsors before you click buy on-line! As we look towards the possibility of 
hosting the next Nationals here in South Australia the club will be talking to our current sponsors and new ones 
alike for all kinds of financial and non-financial support to help stage the event. Sponsors are only going to support 
us if we support them, so talk to them before you buy and let them know you are from the Sprite Club of SA! 

That’s enough for me (and I’ve still got the rest of this newsletter to write…) so see you out on the road! 

Robin D 

 

Help Wanted! 

You might have noticed in the calendar that we’d like to bring back Rocker Cover Racing. Well, we need to retrieve 
the racetrack from Gary Beaton’s farm shed up in Lenswood and deliver it down to Kerry, who has graciously 
offered to bring it back to life. If you can give me a hand on weekend soon let me know and I’ll run the trailer to 
collect it. 

Grill Badges and other regalia 

They are on their way! FINALLY. If you are like me and signed up for a new grill badge and are still to pay, please get 
your $$ in or bring it as cash at the next meeting! Hopefully Australia Post will have delivered them before then! 

And keep your eye on the website and Facebook site as we have an expanded range of regalia for purchase about 
to be launched.  



 

 

2026 Nationals 

Most of you know we are doing a scoping study to determine if hosting a Nationals here in SA in 2026 is a viable 
proposition. We have a small team already coming together, but we are always keen to hear from people who 
might be able to help in different areas, from administration through to marketing. I’ll provide an update to the 
club at the next meeting and what I think we need to do next. We are very interested to hear others thoughts and 
experiences as we work towards a decision point.  

Current thinking is: 

Timing – Preferred - the weekend before Easter 2026 (ie, last weekend in March). The Event will run Friday 
(pm) to Monday (am) or Tuesday (am).  

Location – at or near Nuriootpa. This provides a number of options for accommodation (although not one 
single venue) and Mallala Raceway is less than an hour away 

Motorsport – seek to incorporate into a round of the MSCA SuperSprint for a full event of racing, including, 
potentially, the Motorkhana event.  

Display/Concours – The club is in early discussions with the Barossa Council for an appropriate public venue 
for maximum exposure. 

Other events – TBA but will include a road regularity or observation style run through the hills and at least 
one extended/drive bus tour to local points of interest. 

Pre or Post Tour – based at a different motel in the Barossa or Adelaide Hills, likely limited to 50 persons, with 
no more than 3 hours total driving each day. 

Delegates – Open to all members of the four Sprite Clubs with all member’s Associate Vehicles welcomed. To 
increase event appeal and participation it is proposed that the event is also opened to all owners of AH 
Sprite and MG Midgets irrespective of their club affiliation. 

Upcoming Events 

For the full calendar update please scroll on down through this month’s Burble. 

Peter Hall – 5 May 24 

Once again the Sprite Club, with a significant amount of help and support from Sean and the Clubbies team, are 
putting a team into the Peter Hall 6 Hour. It’s not just getting 4 or more drivers to the start line and that’s it – this is 
a full team effort and Sean would dearly love some assistance out there on the day. If you can help, please let 
myself of him know. He need everything from runners to lunch-boys, two-way radios to experienced cat-herders. 
You don’t have to commit to the whole day but if you can spare a couple of hours the team would be very grateful. 

Midweek Meander #1 – 15 May 24 

Yes, its back. Russell and Judy’s famous mid-week mystery runs. This one will be about 110km of driving in a 
southerly direction to get there which will include a spectacular view and a fabulous location for lunch! Total run 
distance will be about 160km so fill up the tank before you go! And that’s about all I know! 

x Starting point: Hazelwood Park 

x When: 0930 for a 1000 start 

Lunch and Wine Run – 26 May 24 (date and venue/s TBC) 

This year it’s going to happen. It’s been called a ‘Lunch and Winery Run’ as I’m not sure if we are heading to a 
winery and then to a lunch or if it’s lunch at a winery. I’m waiting to confirm the details! It plans come to fruition it 
will be lunch at the Victory Hotel and a visit to local Cellar Door that some may already know. 

Stay tuned for more details as they develop and I will post them onto the website and the Facebook page. 

 
  



 

 

Caught in the Headlights 

Welcome to an all new section in the Burble where we hope to feature members and their cars. This months Q&A 
is with Don Cameron. Don joined the Sprite Club last year after purchasing a modified Sprite MkIII from the Sydney 
area. 

SCSA:  So Don, you have a bit of a history on two wheels, what attracted you to a Spridget? 

Don: I’d started looking for a Sprite back in about 2018, when I was living in Coffs Harbour but there was little 
on offer anywhere around me. Then COVID came along, and the world turned upside down. I decided to 
move to SA for work, finally arriving in late 2020 and the idea started bubbling away again. 

Sprites and Midgets are like that. Once they get under your skin its an itch that’s hard to shake! 

Ha ha, yes, not helped by the Sprite Club 50th Birthday Display! Sadly there were no cars for sale! After 
freeing up some garage space by moving some motorbikes on, I finally found a Sprite, ironically, back in 
NSW! 

Don, tell us about your car! 

It’s a Mk3, from what I can tell, an Australian built car. It’s 
had a big block dropped into it – an 1275 A+ from a 
Marina – you know, the one with the annoying positioned 
oil filter that you can’t remove without spilling oil 
everywhere, unless you rotate the whole car on its side 
that is! It’s had a roll hoop fitted, more like the roll bars 
you’d see in a Shelby Cobra rather than a normal roll bar. I 
don’t know what’s been done to the engine, if anything 
but it runs well. I haven’t done much to the car since it 
arrived save the basics – I’ve done full brake overhaul and 
I had someone do a baseline tune on the engine which 
really improved how it ran. I’ve fitted retractable belts 
and I’ve put in a GPS speedo from Speedhut in the US and 
a new steering wheel. The GPS speedo is a clever bit of kit 
and well worth a look.  

Do you know the cars history? I watched with interest on Facebook as you led up to buying the car, trying to track 
down its past without much luck. 

Yes, that was a bit challenging and really odd as, despite it having a SCCA sticker on it, no one knew much 
about the car, or if someone did it had been lost with time. Sadly the real records where not kept. I’m not 
sure that the gentleman I bought it from actually wanted to sell it but it was a case of the new wife telling 
him to get rid of the old wife’s car after it had been ‘gifted’ to him! Sadly, any and all records were long gone 
(as was the ex wife). I managed to establish it was restored about 15 or 16 years ago but I don’t know by 
whom.  

I like to describe driving a Spridget through the hills as something akin to strapping on a pair of roller skates. It 
seems to come alive when the road gets challenging, whereas a more pedestrian car, something like a MGB for 
instance, well, it’s like driving your favourite arm chair, comfortable, predictable, dependable but not really exciting 
….. One will get to you your destination unfazed with your suit hardly crinkled and with your pulse hardly changed, 
whereas the other, well, you know you’ve been driving; your partners hair is messed up and your hearing gone from 
being told to slow down (please direct all comments to uknowImright@myspace.com). You’ve got a long history 
with motorbikes, how do you find driving the Sprite? 

Yes. Its most certainly a lively little car! It goes where you point it and it rewards being driven properly. I work 
in the transport industry and when you park at work and your head is inline with the wheel centres of a 
Prime Mover, yeah, the guys laugh at me but they also want to take it for a spin! I love motoring around with 

the top down (are you listening Gary Dodd …. ꩠꨶꩢꩣꩤꩡ) and drive the car every chance I get. Whilst it’s impractical 



 

 

for me to use as a daily driver, it still comes to work with me a couple of times a week, weather permitting. 
Having only had the car about 6 months or so I haven’t had the chance to get away in it yet, but I’m looking 
forward to a weekend or two away in the Barossa or McLaren Vale! The boot is small but you can fit bottles 
of wine into all sorts of places in the car! 

You’ve been a member of other motoring clubs, especially motorbike clubs in NSW. How as the Sprite Club of South 
Australia experience been for you? 

I connected with your good self just after I purchased the car after posting a question on Facebook 
somewhere, and you mentioned the Club. I remember saying at that time that I’m not really a ‘clubbie’ kind 
of person, but I’m so glad I joined ! It’s great to be able to drive with, or even just chat to, people who share a 
similar interest or passion. I’ve been on a couple of breakfast drives, and last year’s Display Day at Glenelg 
was amazing! I really hope that you can get the National Meeting idea up and going as I I’d love to meet up 
with the greater Sprite and Midget world. Who knows, I might find who rebuilt my car! 

We see the prices of our cars going up and down quite regularly and its hard to know “did I get a bargain” or “did I 
pay to much”, not that we ever seem to count the countless hours (or money) that we put into keeping our little cars 
on the road. And we all saw the article in the news the other week about how much as a nation we spend each year 
on our cars. Why do you think its important to preserve classic cars and do you have any advice for people 
contemplating their first classic car? 

I read a newspaper article just before sitting down for this chat that lamented the dearth of ‘old school’ 
mechanics, motor trimmers and the like, and whether that would ultimately lead to the death of classic car 
motoring. I think it’s really important to somehow engage younger people to do what we do, because 
ultimately all of the knowledge that keeps our cars alive will die with us.  

As for someone buying their first classic, as someone who’s just done it, just do it! But do your homework 
first. My car arrived in Adelaide sight unseen by me, but I was fortunate to have a knowledgeable mate in 
Sydney who grew up in the UK in the 60’s and 70’s driving them who gave it a good look over. 

Future plans or purchases? Maybe follow the lead of another recent member to the club and build a his and hers 
fleet of Sprites and Midgets? 

There’s nothing on my list at the moment, but ask me again tomorrow….. 

 

 

Tech Tip #14 

Cooling systems.  

I know, I’ve done this before but consider this. Its getting cooler and our engines will take longer to warm up. You 
might want to consider putting in a hotter thermostat to get more warmth into the water jacket before it opens up 
to the radiator. If you are unsure as to which one to use, you might want to talk to Colin at Sprite Parts or the team 
at Minisport down in St Marys.  

It’s a 10-minute job to switch it out for the colder months and your engine will reward you! 

Blast From The Past 

This months magazine retrospective is from Wheels in 1962 following the launch of the all new Sprite MkII. Don’t 
stop at the events calendar, keep scrolling through the newsletter until you find the Wheels article. 
  



 

 

Sponsor’s Spotlight 

An individual Mintie and parts arriving within two days 
of ordering, wrapped up and packed in an empty 
Scotch Bottle box. I can only be talking about Sprite 
Parts and Colin “Avagoodday’ Dodds. 

I first met Colin in person in the NSW Southern 
Highlands in the early 1990s when I’d bought a Sprite 

with a questionable re-build history and renewed our acquaintance via my current Midget (and an attempt to by an 
ex race Bugeye just prior to that). He told me off for not talking to him before I bought my first Sprite because he 
knew the car I’d bought and the troubles that came with it, and we have had many colourful conversations about 
the work that the DPO (dumb previous owner) and DCO (dumb current owner) have carried out to my current car. 

Colin has never tried to say he’s the cheapest supplier of parts (although he often is!) but you are not going to find 
50+ years of experience and knowledge anywhere else, especially at 9.30pm when your alternator or similar part 
has failed.  

Personally, I recommend everyone to talk to Colin first. Getting the parts is only part of the solution. You also need 
the knowledge and the expertise and you won’t find a part 
number for that in a Moss or Rimmer Brother catalogue, or a 
Facebook forum.  

He supports all of the Sprite Clubs in Australia and without 
Australian based businesses like SpriteParts or indeed the 
Bugeye Barn and Minisport, restoring and maintaining our cars 
would be a far harder and less enjoyable task. 

If you need parts, think of talking to an Australian supplier over 
saving $10. Talk to Colin … just be prepared to be told that you 
might be the DCO. It might just save you from being stranded 
by an ‘improvement’ that was a good idea at the time. 

 
  



 

 

2024 Sprite Club Calendar of Events 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


