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I’d like to acknowledge the passing of Paul Doube, long term club member, former President, friend to many and 
clubbie ‘tragic’. This is possibly the least pleasant duty of a Club President; its not the first time and sadly it wont be 
the last, yet every time it stirs up the same emotion as to how to do justice of the contribution of a member such as 
Paul had to the Sprite Club. He leaves a legacy with both the ClubbiesSA and Sprite Club that hopefully never will be 
forgotten. Sadly, all of our times on this mortal coil are limited and we all should make the best of our time here. 
Paul, faced with an insidious and debilitating condition didn’t let it beat him and sit quietly, he met it head on and 
challenged it to slow him down, fighting it to the very last. An example that we can all do well to follow. 

For those who may have missed the announcement, there will be a Celebration of Life for Paul, held at Centennial 
Park from 1530, Saturday 3 February 24. If you can attend you are encouraged to bring your Sprite, Midget, Clubbie 
or classic. The celebration and reflection of his time will be lead by our own Gordon Boyce.  

Calendar: On a lighter note you may have noticed that we have not yet published the events calendar for the year 
but rest assured, the Committee has been discussing events over the past weeks and this edition of the Burble will 
have an extended 2024 calendar of events as we currently know them. I’d encourage people who have a great idea 
for a run or a gathering to let the Committee know or, indeed, offer to organise one! Your assistance and support 
will be gratefully appreciated! 

On this note, you will notice a Run pencilled in for February that needs an organiser! I’m going to be away for part 
of Feb and the ‘Ice Cream Run’ proved to be very popular (and temperature appropriate) last year. If there is a 
volunteer to organise a late-Feb run to an Ice Creamery (or perhaps to a Fish and Chip shop) I’m sure it would be 
another well attended event! 

Nationals: As you will know, a group of us are heading across to Wodonga for the Sprite and Midget National 
Meet/Challenge/Gathering at the end of March. We’ve been asked to contribute a small number of photos that are 
are reflective and identifiable as our Club, including Motorsport. If you have photos that you’d be happy for me to 
send over please let me know! 

Club Sponsors: Hopefully people reading the 2023 Sprouting Forth (hopefully people read it – let us know if you’d 
like to see it again in 2024!) would have noticed some new sponsors appearing and those same businesses 
appearing on the Club Website. As a club we run fairly ‘lean’ and strive to keep our membership fees as low as we 
can, so contributions from corporate sponsors play an important part in our overall financial position. I’d really 
encourage you all to consider these businesses before simply ordering from overseas. Small businesses play a vital 
role in our economy and if we don’t support them then they won’t be around when we need them to support us. I 
don’t think any small business owner will deny that at times the cheapness of goods online mean that they simply 
can’t compete (and I’m as guilty as anyone at times when the economics of buying local just don’t stack up), but at 
least reach out to Colin at Sprite Parts or the guys at MiniSport, Michael at Lawless Classic Oils or any of the Club’s 
sponsors, let them know that you are from the Sprite Club, so they know their advertising isn’t going to waste, and 
see if they can help you out!  

And I can promise you, you will not find better tasting butter than LardAss or find a better doggo coat than a 
ToastieWestie coat! 

Memberships: I’d like to welcome a raft of new members into the club over the past couple of months. I’ve 
managed to meet a couple of you and hope to meet up with all over you over the next month or so! We’ve been 
very fortunate to attract new Sprites, Midgets, Clubbies, even another Triumph amongst others. I’d also like to put 
a call out to members who are yet to renew their membership for 2024 and, if you are driving your classic on 
Conditional Registration (ie, Historic Rego) that’s linked to your Sprite Club membership, please remember you are 
not registered unless you are financial AND your logbook has been updated for 2024! The Club will have to advise 
Services SA of non-financial members who have linked Conditional Registration in March so don’t get caught out! 



 

 

Thong Throwing: As always a huge thank you to the 
Chabrels for hosting the Annual Australia Day Thong 
Throwing Competition. A number of attendees brought 
out their cars (I’ll admit, I didn’t…) and it was lovely to see 
a collection of Sprites and Midgets, even an MGF, all 
parked overlooking the Oakbank Racecourse! Its always 
interesting to watch a club member realise ‘hang on, 
that’s my old car’ as a new member arrives and then 
watch as everyone gravitates to have a look. It was also 
good to see Steven Kent up and about after his surgery 
and back in his Bugeye. As President its also great to be 
able to sit down and talk with the likes of Helen King and Gary & Faye Brock and hear about the early years of the 
club … and the fun to be had with a Rocker Cover Racer and yes, there is now one in build on my bench at home, 
hopefully in time for the Nationals (or I’ll be looking to beg/borrow/steal one!). Oh, and some bloke won the thong 
throwing competition, although I can’t remember who sorry. 

Individually Constructed Vehicles: Hopefully you all saw the email I sent out the other week on ICVs (and the 
Nationals). Please come and talk to me or anyone in the Committee if you’d like to know more. Hopefully we can 
have a good discussion about it at the meeting on Monday night. Its an important decision for the Club so if you 
need to know more please speak up! 

Anyway, that’s just about enough from me. Following a couple of requests, I’ve added in the “Peppering the Sprite” 
article from Sports Car World as it was blurry in Sprouting Forth. Welcome to 2024 and see you out on the road! 

Robin Dunk 
President, Sprite Club of SA 

 

Technical Tip (#12) 

My first tip for 2024 is not to be daunted by something that seems impossible and you don’t have the skill. Late last 
year, new member and new Sprite owner (in fact, first time classic car owner) Matthew Garcia had clutch issues 
with his new Bugeye Sprite. Undaunted by the fact he is not a mechanic, he got the book, read the processes and 
applied a logical approach and quickly had the 948 and gearbox out and the clutch replaced. There are times when 
you need to call in help or just an extra set of hands to help to get something done but if you are keen to learn, 
then our little cars have a way to teaching us! 

 
  



 

 

 



SPRITE CLUB OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC. 
2024 CALENDAR 

 

January   July  
1st New Year’s Breakfast Run  1st Monthly General Meeting (Wine & Cheese) 
26th   Australia Day BBQ at the Chabrel’s  7th  Winter Warmers Breakfast Run 
28th Glen Ewin Estate Hillclimb Revival  7th  (ClubbiesSA) 1st Sunday @ Magic Bean Brew 
   7th  SCCSA Collingrove Challenge Trophy (3) 

February   14th Pub Run! 
3rd Paul Doube’s Celebration of Life  21st (ClubbiesSA) 3rd Sunday @ The Rezz 
4th (ClubbiesSA) 1st Sunday @ Magic Bean Brew  21st  SCCSA Ray Pank Hillclimb R3 (Collingrove) 
5th Monthly General Meeting    

18th (ClubbiesSA) 3rd Sunday @ The Rezz  Aug  
24th Ice Cream Run (TBC)  4th  (ClubbiesSA) 1st Sunday @ Magic Bean Brew 
25th MSCA Trophy Day  5th Monthly General Meeting 
   11th  MSCA Super Sprint Rd 3 (Mallala) 

March   14th  Midweek Run 
3th All British Day – Echunga Oval  18th  (ClubbiesSA) 3rd Sunday @ The Rezz 
3th (ClubbiesSA) 1st Sunday @ Magic Bean Brew  24th Pie and Peas @ Fullarton 
3th MSCA Super Sprint Rd1 (Mallala)  24th  SCCSA Collingrove Hillclimb Come and Try 
4th Monthly General Meeting + ICV Vote  25th  SCCSA Ray Pank Hillclimb (R4, Collingrove) 
15-17th  Adelaide Motor Sport Festival    

16th Sports Car Cruise/F&C Beach Run  September  
17th (ClubbiesSA) 3rd Sunday @ The Rezz  1st Spring has Sprung Breakfast Run 
22-26th  Sprite and Midget Nationals (Wodonga)  1st  (ClubbiesSA) 1st Sunday @ Magic Bean Brew 

April   2nd Monthly General Meeting 
1s Easter Monday Breakfast Run  8th  MSCA Super Sprint Rd 4 (Mallala) 
6th  SCCSA Collingrove Hillclimb Come and Try  8th  SCCSA Collingrove Challenge Trophy (4) 
7th  SCCSA Collingrove Challenge Trophy (1)  6-8th  The Bend Classic 
7th Aldinga Airshow  21st Annual Dinner 
7td (ClubbiesSA) 1st Sunday @ Magic Bean Brew  22nd (ClubbiesSA) 3rd Sunday @ The Rezz 
8th Monthy General Meeting – Theme TBC    

14th McLaren Vale Vintage and Classic Run  October  
21st  SCCSA Ray Pank Hillclimb R1 (Collingrove)  6th SCCSA Historic Hill Climb 
21st  (ClubbiesSA) 3rd Sunday @ The Rezz  6th Picnic run to Collingrove Historic Hillclimb 
26-28 All Historic Race Meeting – Mallala  6th (ClubbiesSA) 1st Sunday @ Magic Bean Brew 
   14th Monthly General Meeting 

May   20th  (ClubbiesSA) 3rd Sunday @ The Rezz 
5th MSCA Peter Hall 6-Hour Regularity Relay  11-13 Oct SA Hill Climb Championships (Collingrove) 
5th (ClubbiesSA) 1st Sunday @ Magic Bean Brew  20th Bay to Birdwood 
6th Monthly General Meeting  20th  MSCA Super Sprint Rd 5 (The Bend - East) 
15th  Midweek Run  27th  Collingrove Season Finale 
19th (ClubbiesSA) 3rd Sunday @ The Rezz    

26th  SCCSA Collingrove Challenge Trophy (2)  November  
26th Winery Lunch Run (Wirra Wirra or Penny’s Hill)  1st John Blanden's Climb to the Eagle 

June   3rd Sprite Club Annual Display Day (Wigley Res) 
2nd (ClubbiesSA) 1st Sunday @ Magic Bean Brew  3rd (ClubbiesSA) 1st Sunday @ Magic Bean Brew 
3rd  Monthly General Meeting  4th Annual General Meeting 
16th SCCSA Ray Pank Hillclimb R2 (Collingrove)  9th Classic Sports Car Cruise 
 (ClubbiesSA) 3rd Sunday @ The Rezz  14-17th  Adelaide 500 
19th Winter Solstice Midweek Run  17th  (ClubbiesSA) 3rd Sunday @ The Rezz 
23rd MSCA Super Sprint Rd 2 (Malalla)  28 – 1 Dec Rally Adelaide 
     

 Colour Coding Legend  December  
 Sprite Club Event  1st One Last Breakfast Run 
 ClubbiesSA Event  1st  (ClubbiesSA) 1st Sunday @ Magic Bean Brew 
 MSCA/SCC-SA Competition Event  2nd  Christmas BBQ General Meeting 
 Other events of note  17th (ClubbiesSA) 3rd Sunday Xmas @ The Rezz 
   21th Christmas Fish and Chips Beach Run 
     

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


